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Derek Piotr made one of my favorite albums of 2021. If you missed it, | profiled it here. For that album, Piotr mined some pieces from
historical folklore while also including original pieces and instrumentation. This sparked a passion in Piotr to focus on archiving vocal
recordings. He began archiving vocal recordings in 2020. Like many archivists, Piotr captures poetry, songs, interviews and the like. But
what sets this collection apart, Piotr notes, is the “focus of this collection is on the "non-singer"; in other words, someone with no
background in musical performance but who can still relate a song or folkloric memory.”

| recently touched base with Piotr about the project and he was kind enough to highlight five recordings which have really stood out to
him so far.

\ | | Genera Store
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| had gone to Todd, NC, for the 2-year anniversary of the burning of the Todd General Store, and there was a little local T.V. spot going
on with the owner, who is feistily trying to rebuild the site right now. Pretty much the only other thing in Todd is this little bakery, run by
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Helen. | asked her what | ask everyone, if her grandparents or parents sang anything, and she remembered this little bit of a song,
which she called "Chapels of France". It stayed in my head for months, so | called her up one day and asked for it again, on tape this
time. Turns out it's a children's song from the 1400's that her mother learned in Cincinnati, OH, from some nuns, who have probably
been singing it unbroken these 500+ years.

2: #103 - Jim Prentice performing "The German Clock Winder"

A rare example of Connecticut folk singing! | had gone out to West Cornwall to visit Jane Prentice, an Old-Time fiddle player, and she
recalled one little tiny song for me that her grandmother sang, but mostly played her fiddle for me. Jim came in towards the end of our
visit, and, though slightly hoarse from work, sang me a couple of songs right there and then, with no notice, including this one. It seems
to have come to America from the British settlers; | have found several traditional versions from the UK.

3: #79 - lan Patterson performing "The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy"
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As | walked home one evening from where | was staying in York last summer, | noticed an elderly gentleman supervising construction
on his roof. | intuited he might have folklore knowledge and this hunch paid off in spades—Ilan's mother was a colleague of Edric
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Connor's who had traveled to the West Indies when lan was small to do some field collecting. They collected this song, among many
othe!'s, gnd published these songs in a small book. "The Virgin Mary..." in particular found its way into the Cambridge Hymnal, and the
rest is history. It was very much a surreal experience to meet the son of the woman who had bridged this carol into broad accessiblity,
purely by chance.

4: #207 - Sandra Noble performing "I've Worked Eight Hours This Day"
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IVE WORKED EIGHT
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Have ye heard the rule, me boys, the latest rule me boy:
+ Yo must’nt work more than cight hours any day oF ¢lse

ou'r
Eight bours work 8'day, then elghl. hours to play,
Ye must work no more, d’ye
Pas hod & hod of bricks to-night, cwu striking six, (thi
The top of the ladder he was on, but would’nt leave chem
He Woulé 'nt work ‘overtime, for that would be a crime,
Says he, Il carry them down -agin."—

“For I've'worked exght Sours this day,
And I think I've sarned m;
Whin.the Slook struek i, hefuk dewn the bricks,
He wud'nt work half a minute longer.
PPasty Mulligan last night got full agin,
He came home drunk at two oclocklm and made a din,
He kicked at the dure, he did, )\rmped on the flure, he did,
Shouted, “Bridget. let me in,
She heard the shindy and she opened the windy,
A waye she, “Is that you Pat,” says he, ‘‘Sure I'm wet
to the skin,
Says she. «I'm sorry Pat, but, till to-mory “Pat,”
Me darling, I can’t Jot yo in

or I've worked exghl T this day,
Ana 1 think Tve earmed my pay,
Ye can stop out there in the rain and swear,
1 won’t work half a minute lnng
Barney Brockey was me fay'rite jocke;
And whene’er he rode a horse I had my bottom dollar on,
He was s fiier, and 8 good ould trier,
day 1 got ten to wan,
Me quida fru.ned and the horses started,
They ran like the devil up to 10 yards from the wlnnln‘po't
Then be stopped bedad, | nearly dropped bedad,
Focmorrow T 1l foieh this race.”

RUS.
“For I've worked eight hours this day,
And I think I've earned my pay,
The others may pass, let my horls eat grass,
won't work half a minute longer.
Johnny Hooligan’s been made a fool agin,
He went to the barber’s just to get a ddcent penny shave,
He'd lovely whiskers on, Donegal whiskers on,
But bad that barber did behav
He soaped and lathered, then be. jnwed and blathered, (o'er,
He scraped wan side of Johnny’s face so mce & clean all
He went 10 the other jaw, then the clock he sa
Says he, ‘“To-morrow I’ u finish your Fids

R
“For I've worked evgm. oA this day, -
-And I think I’ve earned m: {
P hiskers on (i} the morning, Joba,
1 womt work half a minute longer.
Now I am quiet, and I don't like a_riot, (to me
But last night at the corner of the street n'mﬂﬂ come up

And then he smashed my nose, d'ye

Hig fist was 5 whopber; 50 1 catled put ¢ “Coppe

Then a 2 p l)cergan grabbed him and says he, - e bny Ihave
it

‘Then lhe clock did chime, snya he, “Luk at that time,
1 can’t lock this man up to- mght

on
r I've worked eight hours this day,
And1 thiak Tve carned my pay,”

Fala loo ting, ling, put yer nose in a slings
1 wom’t work half a minute longer.
225

I had left a small advertisement in The Dalesman before | left Yorkshire last autumn, and roughly six months later, | got an email from
Sandra, who insisted on singing this song (twice!) down WhatsApp for me. "He was a sea-captain, born 1876", she said of her
grandfather. "He probably knew more risqué songs than that, but that's the one | remember. | came to live with my granny and grandad
when | was 3 or 4." Bonus points for their hometown's name: Robin Hood's Bay! Spry listeners may also note some of Sandra's
variation: Johnny Hooligan becomes Patsy Dooligan, and Donegal whiskers become "galigan”.

5: #210 - Judy Arrowood performing "Don’t Sell Daddy Anymore Whiskey"

Judy is related to the Bares and Turbyfills several times over; she was the last informant | visited and lived literally at the intersection of
Elk Park Highway and Turbyfill Road. | spent several hours with Judy, who initially could recall Lena Turbyfill vividly, but nothing
specifically musical; it was only when we got on the subject of Lena's sister-in-law Ethel Bare Turbyfill that Judy remembered Ethel's
children, Shirley and Evelyn singing this song.
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